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for Neuroscience meeting, and it introduces a number of
changes to the journal. First, you will notice several new
formats in the ‘‘front end’’ of the journal. This issue inau-
gurates the Primers format, a new type of review in Neu-
ron to focus on current cutting-edge technologies and
methodologies of particular interest to the neuroscience
community. This is an exciting time to be a neuroscien-
tist. Today, the ‘‘neuroscientists’ tool box’’ holds a daz-
zling array of new approaches, ideas, and possibilities.
These new technologies, as well as innovations and re-
finements to older established approaches, are bringing
us closer and closer to understanding how the brain
functions at a mechanistic level. The aim of the Primers
format will be to make these technologies understand-
able and accessible to a wide range of readers, from
the scientist at the bench who might be considering in-
corporating these approaches into their own research,
to the general reader who, while perhaps not likely to
use these tools in their own research, may nonetheless
benefit from a better understanding of how these techni-
ques work and the related pros and cons. In this issue,
aPrimer from Atsushi Miyawaki reviews recent develop-
ments in the application of genetically encoded probes
for the assessment of signaling in the nervous system.
Primers on other topics will follow throughout the year
and we would welcome suggestions from the commu-
nity for the format. This issue also contains a Historical
Perspective from Sol Snyder entitled ‘‘Neuroscience at
Johns Hopkins.’’ In addition to the many established re-
search centers around the world that have pioneered
our understanding of the brain, the boom in neurosci-
ence research has led to the founding of many new de-
partments, centers, and institutes devoted to neurosci-
ence research. Each institute carries its own mission
and flavor, and we felt that it would be useful to the com-
munity to provide a forum in Neuron for occasionally
spotlighting the aims and achievements of some of
these centers for neuroscience research around the
globe. Toward this aim, in this issue, we are pleased to
present this piece from Sol Snyder to celebrate the
25th anniversary of the founding of the Department of
Neuroscience at Johns Hopkins. In addition to these
new types of frontmatter, you will also find the familiar
Previews, Minireviews, and Reviews. This issue features
fivePreviews, aMinireview from Joshua N. Levinson and
Alaa El-Husseini reviewing recent work on neuroligins
and neurexins at the synapse, and aReview by Elizabeth
Phelps and Joseph LeDoux covers recent develop-
ments on potential functions of the amygdala in emo-
tional processing. Our goal with this expanded range
of review content is to continue to provide you the
reader with high quality, timely, and accessible cover-
age of the broad spectrum of exciting developments in
the neurosciences. We hope that you will continue to
find the review content of Neuron to be interesting, infor-
mative, and a valuable resource.
In addition to these changes to the journal’s content,
there have also been changes at the editorial level. Three
new editors have joined the Neuron team this past year,and I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce them.
Wen Chen joined the Neuron team last December. Wen
received her PhD from Harvard Medical School where
she worked on activity-dependent regulation of BDNF
in neurons in Mike Greenberg’s lab. Wen also did post-
doctoral work at MIT developing mass spectrometric
approaches for studying signal transduction pathways.
Kris Dickson joined Neuron this past March. Kris re-
ceived her PhD with Marv Wickens at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison where her thesis work was on the
regulation of cytoplasmic polyadenylation during early
development. Kris extended her interest in translation
mechanisms to the nervous system at the University of
Edinburgh where she worked first with Seth Grant and
then as an independent research fellow studying elec-
trophysiological links between translational control
and synaptic plasticity. Charles Yokoyama joined Neu-
ron in June. Charles received his PhD from the University
of Washington-Seattle where he was a graduate student
with Bill Catterall studying the regulation of voltage-
gated calcium channels. More recently, Charles was
a postdoc in Tim Ryan’s lab at Weill Medical College/
Cornell University where he worked on synaptic vesicle
trafficking and the regulation of clathrin-mediated endo-
cytosis in neurons.
The forthcoming November 3rd issue of Neuron will
feature our annual review series. This year’s topic is sen-
sory systems, and the issue presents a series of reviews
on sensory systems biology. The review series comple-
ments the topic of our third annual satellite meeting
‘‘Neurons and Sensory Systems’’ on November 10th
and 11th at the Society for Neuroscience meeting in
Washington, DC. The meeting will bring together leading
neuroscientists, working in different sensory systems
and using a diversity of approaches, including molecu-
lar, cellular, and systems levels studies, to discuss com-
mon principles and themes of sensory system function.
Speaking at the meeting will be Linda Buck, Mathew Di-
amond, Allison Doupe, Takao Hensch, A. James Hud-
speth, David Julius, Gilles Laurent, Nikos Logothetis, Mi-
chael Merzenich, Clay Reid, and Charles Zuker. We are
still accepting late registrations for the meeting and
more information can be found on the meeting website
at http://www.neuron-meeting.com.
We hope that you will enjoy the papers and reviews
featured in this issue and in the forthcoming special re-
view issue. Both issues will be distributed for free at the
Neuron/Cell Press-Elsevier booth at the Society for Neu-
roscience meeting and we hope to see you there.
Katja Brose
